The asymmetric unit of the title complex, [Cu 2 (C 9 H 4 O 6 )-(C 10 H 8 N 2 ) 4 ](C 9 H 4 O 6 )ÁC 10 H 8 N 2 Á13H 2 O, comprises two formula units. The two Cu II centres are bridged by a 5-carboxybenzene-1,3-dicarboxylate (Hbtc) ligand. Each of the metal centres is bonded to four N atoms of two bidentate 2,2 0 -bipyridine ligands (bpy) and one O atom of the Hbtc ligand in a highly distorted square-pyramidal geometry. The secondary structure is stabilized by a variety of O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds and -stacking interactions connecting the complex cations, Hbtc anions, bpy and water molecules of crystallization. Three water molecules are disordered over two positions, with site occupancy factors of ca 0.8 and 0.2. The secondary structure is stabilized by a variety of O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1, Fig. 2 ) and π-π stacking interactions ( Fig. 3) , connecting the cations, Hbtc anions, and bpy and water molecules of crystallization.
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Experimental
The title complex was prepared in a quest to synthesize a trinuclear copper II complex in which three metal centres would be connected via a benzene-1,3,5-tricarboxylato anion as a bridging ligand. Specifically: an aqueous solution (20 ml) of benzene-1,3,5-tricarboxylic acid (1 mmol) was added to a suspension of Cu(OH) 2 (3 mmol) in water (40 ml). The reaction mixture was refluxed for 3 hrs. During this time period, an ethanolic solution of 2,2'-bipyridine (6 mmol) was added dropwise to the reaction mixture while stirring. Then, the resulting solution was filtered and left to stand at room temperature.
Blue crystals, suitable for single-crystal X-ray analysis, were obtained by slow evaporation of the solvents used over a period of several weeks.
Refinement
Some atoms of water molecules of crystallization (namely O atoms O75, O82 and O83) were refined as disordered between two positions [the site occupancy factors were refined to 0.788 (4) and 0.212 (4)], where the major positions were refined anisotropically and the minor ones isotropically. C-bound H-atoms were included in the riding model approximation with C-H distances of 0.93 Å, and with U iso (H) values of 1.2U eq (C aromatic Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title complex. The non-H atoms are drawn as 40% probability displacement ellipsoids. Some of atom labels are omitted for clarity. 
